Brexit Guide –
Customs procedures when moving
goods between the UK and EU
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• GP Logistics is part of the successful Graypen Group of companies.
The group was established in 1969 and has a strong track record for
providing quality professional port services. Our group of
experienced logistics and customs specialists can assist with all
manner of import and export shipping.

Who are we?

• With 3 key GP Logistics offices in the UK, we also have access to all
GP Shipping and Graypen offices in 25 locations. We have offices in
Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Antwerp. We hold full ISO 9001:2015
quality accreditation & are AEO authorised.
• To ensure that GP Logistics remains at the forefront of customs
clearance and logistics capability for our clients, we have made
substantial investments in systems. We have incorporated the latest
EDI Enterprise Technology and Management Systems to meet that
demand. So that we can provide total shipment and clearance
packages for our clients we are linked via Direct Trader Input (D.T.I.)
with HM Revenue & Customs in the UK.
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What can we
offer?
Internal Customs Audits
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Brexit is the UK decision following the 2016 referendum to Leave the European Union and the Customs
Union. The current trade relationship between the UK and EU will not change until 31.12.2020 but the below
sections highlight what changes can be expected going forward from 01.01.2021

What is Brexit?

•

Free movement of goods – Free Trade between the UK and EU will
change and no longer apply with all movements between the EU and
UK . This will then require either an import or export declaration which
will more than likely replace T2L, EMCS and Intrastat.

•

Current Tariff Preferential agreements – After 31.12.2020 the UK
will no longer be covered by the current EU trade tariff and we will
operate under WTO tariffs, unless a new trade deal is agreed between
the EU and UK .

•

Current Tariff Quotas – The current tariff quotas are compiled for
the EU as a whole. As the UK leave the customs union the UK would no
longer benefit from these and would need to agree it’s own quotas for
relief.

•

Likely delays at ports in particular for RO/RO movements –
Although steps are being made in UK and EU ports, it is envisaged that
there would be delays at ports with time spent processing the customs
documentation.

•

Increase in Import and Export declarations – Understandably
their would be more declarations issued as all trade between the
border would require an import or export entry.
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What countries
are part of the
EU?

Countries of the EU (At time of print)
• Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, The
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, The Irish Republic (Eire), Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain and
Sweden.
• The European Free Trade Association(EFTA) is a
regional trade organization and free trade area consisting of
four European states: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland
• Please note that the UK ceased to be a member of the EU
as of 2300 GMT on 31 January 2020. The UK will still benefit
from the privileges of being part of the EU during the
transition period but will have no voting powers on EU
policies going forward during this period.
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When do I
need to
declare my
goods?

• Import – When you receive goods into the UK from outside
the EU until 31.12.2020 you will need to submit an import
declaration (C88) showing how the goods are to be declared
and settle any duties and taxes applicable (Some ports and
terminals may require a pre arrival declaration before letting a
vessel berth at their site)
• Export – When goods are being transported outside the UK
whether on a permanent or temporary basis an export entry
(NES) will need to be lodged with HMRC through CHIEF

• Export Simplified Declarations (SDP) – If the cargo
weight, volume or value is likely to change during loading then
we are authorised to issue a simplified export entry to load the
cargo and within 14 days HMRC require us to submit a
summary declaration confirming the correct loaded details once
known.
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• This is a number issued to all traders involved in international trade with HMRC and the EU.
It is used on your customs declarations to show you are a registered trader and for VAT
purposes.
• This EORI number is a mandatory requirement for all customs declarations in the UK and EU
and can be obtained on https://www.gov.uk/eori and only takes a few minutes to register.

• The EORI number is as 12 digit unique number to each trader. For UK vat registered
companies this is formatted as their 9 digit vat number preceded by GB and normally ends
with “000” however if you have one entity but multiple sites you can have a different suffix
for each site to identify separate locations e.g. “001”

What is an
EORI?

• For exports in order to zero rate vat on your sales invoice the exporter would need to show
evidence of export through the NES export declaration which would show your EORI
number and a departure message from CHIEF known as a DTI-S8
• For Imports in order to claim back any vat paid on import the C88 import declaration would
need to show our EORI number. This would then enable you to receive a C79 vat return
which is evidence when trying to reclaim vat paid on import.
• When the UK leaves the EU a monthly statement would be generated
via the HMRC online Services which you are able to download for your records.
This will detail the import vat postponed for the previous month and advise when it
should be included in your VAT returns and it will apply to both EU and non-EU
countries.

AEO status is an internationally recognised quality mark that shows your:
• role in the international supply chain is secure
• customs controls and procedures are efficient and meet EU standards
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What is an
AEO –
Authorised
Economic
Operator?

It’s not mandatory, but gives quicker access to some simplified customs procedures and, in some cases,
the right to ‘fast-track’ your shipments through some customs and safety and security procedures.
AEOC status
If you hold AEOC status, you could benefit from:
• a faster application process for customs simplifications and authorisations
• reductions or waivers of comprehensive guarantees
• You’ll need to be a holder of an AEOC if you want to qualify for:
• moving goods in temporary storage between the UK or EU member states
• a notification waiver when making an entry in a declarant’s records
• a 70% reduction in a business’s deferment account guarantee
• undertaking centralised clearance (when available)
• completing self assessment (when implemented)
AEOS status
If you hold AEOS status you’ll benefit from:
• a lower risk score - used to decide the how often customs carry out physical and documentary
checks
• consignments being fast-tracked through customs control
• reduced requirements for the mandatory pre-arrival and pre-departure Entry Summary
Declarations or Exit Summary Declarations
• reciprocal arrangements and mutual recognition with countries outside the EU (for example, USA or
trading partners that adopt the World Customs Organisation safe framework)
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EU-ACD

ENS
Declarations
and ICS
Import Control
Systems

A European Advanced Cargo Declaration, also know as ENS (Imports) and
EXS (exports), is required when a ship is either arriving into the EU
community from a foreign port, or departing to a foreign port from within
the EU. This is a mandatory reporting requirement for all owners/operators
who must ensure the declaration is completed within strict time limits prior
to arrival or departure. We can take care of these formalities for you and
have connections to all EU customs authorities through a reliable, secure
online system. So, whether you need assistance on a single voyage or are
looking for someone to take care of all your EU-ACD formalities on a fleet
wide basis we are ready to help!
• The responsibility for ensuring an ENS declaration is submitted lies with
the Carrier or operator of the means of transport the goods are carried
on.

• All vessels that arrive direct into the EU from outside of the EU require
an ENS
• The time limit is at least 4 hours prior to arrival at the first EU port of
call.

• UK EORI Number – This would be the importers VAT number plus three digits and
would need to be applied for if you are not already registered.
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What
information do
I need for
declaring UK
Imports?

• Full Importers company name and registered address – This would be the
company’s trading name and vat registered address.
• 10 Digit Commodity Code – This is a 10 digit code used by the UK and EU to identify
what the goods are and what liabilities or restrictions may apply on import. This is
sometimes also referred to in name as a HS code or Tariff code.
• Customs Procedure Code – This is a 7 digit procedure code which determines how
the goods are being declared or if there is a form of customs control being used on
import.
• Copy of Bill of Lading – This confirms the parties involved, description of goods and
quantities.

• Commercial Invoice (showing Incoterms of sale) - This shows which parties are
trading the goods, customs value for the declaration and who is responsible as per
the incoterm.
• Confirmation of clearance quantities – Although we may have a bill of lading you
may only be responsible for clearing a smaller parcel than shown so we would need
to know what quantities you wish to clear.
• Shipping Details and mode of Transport – This details how the goods are arriving,
their ETA and where they will discharge.
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Once an agent issues your Import declaration, they will need to arrive the
declaration with HMRC.
This will grant permission to discharge and move the cargo or advise if HMRC
have a query or desire to inspect the goods.

Arrival CHIEF
Routes on UK
Imports

•

Route 1 customs want to review documentation for that declaration.

•

Route 2 Requiring goods and documents to be examined.

•

Route 3 Which implies automatic clearance after a short period of time during which
the documentation must be submitted and Customs have the opportunity to examine it.

•

Route 6 Declaration cleared in 10 minutes,

•

Route H Declaration on pre loadged pending arrival confirmation

This permission is known on a print-out from CHIEF known as a DTI-E2XH
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•

Duty and/or
VAT deferment

Required if you have to pay VAT and or Customs duty or
Excise Duty.
Day 1 easements

•

In practice, this is a direct debit mandate

•

It allows HMRC to take a monthly payment of duties and/or taxes 15
days after supplementary declaration is made

•

Guarantees are required in order to defer duty to make monthly
payments

•

Traders will not be required to meet the Customs Comprehensive
Guarantee(CCG) criteria when obtaining guarantees.

•

Traders can still apply for a CCG, as those with Authorised Economic
Operator C status can seek a reduction in the level of guarantee

CFSP – Customs Freight Simplified Procedure
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There are 2 types of CFSP authorisation:
The Simplified Declaration Procedure (SDP) - used for
releasing goods at the frontier to most customs procedures and
which may be useful if you’re importing perishable goods.
Entry in the Declarant’s records (EIDR), formerly known as
Local Clearance Procedure (LCP) – a declaration is made in
the Trader’s records rather than directly to HMRC releasing them to
a customs procedure

Following completion of a Simplified Frontier Declaration (SFD)
to a Customs procedure (e.g. free circulation or a special
procedure), containing minimum details, you may remove goods
from the frontier.
The use of CFSP will enable you to:
• gain accelerated release of your goods from Customs at the
(air)port or at authorised locations inland, subject to antismuggling checks
• use CFSP in combination with normal entry and warehouse
procedures to suit the needs of your business
• achieve cash flow benefits – the duty and Import VAT are not
paid until the Supplementary Declaration (SD) is submitted
• submit frontier declarations and all SD by electronic means
• build a partnership with us so that assurance visits are cost
effective, selected on the basis of risk, and test the completeness
of internal controls
• use third-party service providers to submit electronic declarations
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TSP –
Transitional
simplified
procedures

TSP has been suspended and will only come in if there is no trade deal after 31.12.2020,
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transitional-simplified-procedures
Transitional Simplified Procedures will make importing goods easier for the initial period after the UK
leaves the EU
Traders registered for TSP will not need to make full customs declarations at the border and will be
able to defer paying their customs duties.
To be eligible, traders must:
Be established in the UK
Have the intention to import goods into the UK from the EU
Have an Economic Operator Registration Identification (EORI) number12
Under import rules for trading with the rest of the world, goods are not released from customs
control until you’ve made a full import declaration and paid customs duty in full.
Transitional simplified procedures reduce the amount of information you need to give in an import
declaration when the goods are crossing the border from the EU. They do this by letting you delay:
submitting a full declaration, paying any duty
Goods controlled for transitional simplified procedures include excise goods like alcohol or tobacco,
and some goods that need a licence to import.
If you’re importing any of the goods listed here by the EU and want to use transitional simplified
procedures, you’ll need to use the controlled goods procedure.
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TSP
Declaration
Process

Controlled goods the Trader:
•

Submits a simplified frontier declaration

•

Ensures all necessary certificates and licences are available.

•

Submit a supplementary declaration by the fourth working
day of the month

Standard goods the Trader:
•

Makes a declaration directly in their commercial records
prior to goods arriving at the UK Border.

•

Updates records with date and approx. time goods arrive in
UK

•

Submits a supplementary declaration by the fourth working
day of the following month

•

HMRC will allow up to 6 months before you need to start
making supplementary declarations from 01/07/2021
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Customs
Warehousing

•

We can help you take care of all the relevant customs formalities relating to the delivery or
release of goods to and from customs warehousing facilities.

•

GP Logistics understands that our customers don’t want to deal with complex customs
warehouse procedures. We cannot remove those complexities, but we do work hard to
ensure that customers don’t have to worry about what is going on ‘behind the scenes’. We
allow them to simply import or export goods as quickly and efficiently as possible.

•

Our team of specialists can assist with the local clearance and customs warehouse
regimes. Above all, they provide greater control over the importation and release of
goods.

•

We have designed our customs clearance service to be customer friendly and to ensure
costs are kept to a minimum. In the meantime, we navigate the ever-changing rules and
regulations to provide guidance and advice to our customers. Every day we clear and
deliver cargo from a wide range of global market sectors. Those includes liquid and dry
cargo products.

•

We can offer closer control over declarations in and out of your customs warehouse and
stock reporting to ensure that all cargo is customs cleared prior to be removed from the
bond for delivery.

18

Customs
Warehousing
Process

A customs warehouse allows traders to store goods with duty or import VAT payments
suspended.
There are 2 types of customs warehouse which are authorised by HMRC:
public warehouses (Type R) - operated by a warehouse keeper to store goods deposited
by other traders
private warehouses (Type U) - operated by an individual trader who acts as depositor and
authorised warehouse keeper for the storage facility, they do not need to own the goods,
but must be the depositor
Once goods leave the warehouse, you must pay duty unless they are re-exported or move
to another customs procedure.
Generally there is no limit on the length of time that goods can be stored in a customs
warehouse.
•

WHEN A SHIP ARRIVES AN IMPORT ENTRY
CAN BE RAISED TO PLACE ALL THE CARGO
INTO CUSTOMS WAREHOUSE DUTY & VAT
SUSPENDED

•

WHEN THE CARGO IS THEN TO BE REMOVED
FROM THE WAREHOUSE A SECOND ENTRY
WILL BE RAISED TO PAY THE APPLICABLE
DUTY AND VAT IF BEING ENTERED FOR
FREE CIRCULATION

•

IF THE CARGO IS BEING EXPORTED
OUTSIDE THE EU/UK THEN AN EXPORT
ENTRY CAN BE MADE DIRECT FROM THE
WAREHOUSE DUTY & VAT FREE
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What is IPR Inward
Processing
Relief?

•

Inward Processing (IP) can give you relief from Customs
Duty and import VAT on goods that are imported from
outside the EU to be processed.

•

This is subject to authorization and conditions agreed
between HMRC and the importer, such as the process the
goods undergo and the throughput period.

•

These goods can then be exported outside the EU or
released for free circulation in the EU.

•

Excise Duty is also suspended when goods are entered
into IP.

•

This is recorded on your bill of discharge showing all
movements under your authorisation

• UK EORI Number – This would be the importers VAT number plus three digits
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What
information
do I need
for
declaring
UK
Exports?

• Full Exporters company name and registered address – This would be the company’s trading name and vat registered
address
• Name and address of the receiver and country of destination
• Shipping Details and mode of Transport – This details how the goods are arriving, their ETA and where they will load
and discharge.
• 10 Digit Commodity Code – This is a 10 digit code used by the UK and EU to identify what the goods are and what
liabilities or restrictions may apply on Export. (although on export you are only required to show 8 digits we advise 10
digits as it helps the receiver identify the goods on their import)
• Customs Procedure Code – This is a 7 digit procedure code which determines how the goods are being declared or if
there is a form of customs control being used on import
• Copy of Bill of Lading – This confirms the parties involved, description of goods and quantities
• Commercial Invoice (showing Inco-terms of sale) - This shows which parties are trading the goods, customs value for
the declaration and who is responsible as per the Inco term

• Confirmation of clearance quantities – Although we may have a bill of lading you may only be responsible for clearing a
smaller parcel than shown so we would need to know what quantities you wish to clear
• If the goods are excise products from warehouse then we would need a copy of the Arc Declaration to be listed on the
Export and discharge the ARC movement
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Once an agent issues your export declaration they will need to arrive the
declaration with HMRC.
This will grant permission to load the cargo for export or advise if HMRC have a
query or desire to inspect the goods.

Route 6 declaration cleared in 10 minutes,

Arrival &
departure for
export

Route 1 customs want to review documentation for that declaration.

Route 6 gives you Permission to load from HMRC
This permission is known on a print-out from CHIEF known as a DTI-E2XH
Once a vessel or transport has been loaded and the transport has departed from
the UK the agent will then declare to CHIEf the goods have sailed.

This will then issue a print-out from CHIEF known as a DTI-S8 which will close
out the movement
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EMCS Excise Movement
Control System

• EMCS – GP Logistics uses the latest EDI
Technology. Therefore we can attend quickly to the control of
intra-community Excise goods in duty suspension. Also we can
arrange for the payment of applicable duty amounts direct to
customs authorities whether by use of a deferment account or
alternative methods. Our team of customs specialists is
available 24 hours a day. We can handle your EMCS
requirements at any time of the night or day.
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EMCS - Import
Excise Movement
Control System

• When the UK leave the EU imports of excise duty-suspended goods to
the UK from EU member states will be treated in the same way as
imports from the rest of the world. You will no longer be able to use
the Excise Movement Control System (EMCS) to move Excise duty
suspended goods to the UK from the EU.
• You must still use EMCS to move these goods from the place they
enter the UK if are being delivered to a UK Excise warehouse. To do
this need to appoint Registered consignor
• Any excise movements from EU member states that are dispatched
after the UK leave the EU will not be processed by EMCS and HMRC.
• After clearing the relevant customs procedures the registered
consignor will need to complete and submit an electronic
administrative document (eAD) through EMCS before the movement
takes place
• Once details entered on the eAD have been validated EMCS generates
a unique Administrative Reference code (ARC) for that specific
movement. The ARC must travel with the goods at all times.
• On imports to a warehouse once goods received and checked into the
excise warehouse the consignee will confirm that they have arrived
and if they are received satisfactory or in error. They will then
complete and submit a report of receipt which is sent to the
Registered Consignor.
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EMCS Export Excise
Movement
Control
System

• When the UK leave the EU imports of excise duty-suspended goods to the UK from EU
member states will be treated in the same way as imports from the rest of the world.
• You will no longer be able to use the Excise Movement Control System (EMCS) to move
Excise duty suspended goods from the UK to the EU.
• You must still use EMCS to move these goods from the place in the UK they are collect
from to the place they are exported from (Excise Warehouse). To do this an authorised
warehouse keeper, or a Registered Consignor must declare this movement on EMCS
• Any excise movements raised an EU member state with a dispatch date later than date
when the UK actually leave will rejected by EMCS and HMRC.
• The Registered Consignor will need to complete and submit an electronic administrative
document (eAD) through EMCS before the movement takes place
• Once details entered on the eADhave been validated EMCS generates a unique
Administrative Reference code (ARC) for that specific movement. The ARC must travel with
goods at all time.
• The ARC should be entered in box 40 on the customs export declaration, if the ARC
number does not match the customs declaration on CHIEF, within the time frame the
warehouse keeper or Registered Consignor will receive a Reject for Export Notification
to remind them the movement is still open
• If ARC does match customs declaration on CHIEF after excise goods are cleared by
customs the EMCS status will change from Accepted to Exporting. Once goods departed
from the UK the EMCSstatuswill change to Delivered and the movement will be Closed
on EMCS
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NCTS - New
Computerised
Tranist System

• GP Logistics has a great deal of experience handling ships spares being part of the
Graypen Group of companies. Graypen Limited and GP Shipping are leading UK Port
Agency service providers and we are proud to support them and their clients. GP
Logistics can deal with the clearance and delivery of inward ships spares or arrange
pickup and export of landed ship spares. We absolutely understand the critical timeframes associated with vessel port calls. We work quickly to arrange the most efficient
and cost-effective pick-up or delivery. We also take care of all the associated customs
formalities via our in-house customs team.
• NCTS (New Computerised Transit System) requirements
• Monitor expected goods arrival

• Arrange for associated release note
• Raise T1 Documentation

• Attend to UKBA (UK Border Agency) notifications
• Arrange Receipt for goods
• Process & Discharge accomplished T1 Document
• Post Brexit – T1 issued for goods moving through the EU & goods moving to EFTA
countries
• T1 issued for non UK goods not in free circulation moving though the UK for export (ship
Spares in Transit)
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Preference
Documents &
Licenses

• GP Logistics has a great deal of experience handling preferential documentation. GP Logistics
are authorised to issue these documents from our locations and hold a customs authorisation
stamp to endorse EUR1 and ATR certificates directly.
• We absolutely understand the critical time-frames associated with cargos and turnaround. We
work quickly to arrange the most efficient service issuing a certificate and dispatching it either
with a vessel cargo or delivery to your advised address of choice. We also take care of all the
associated customs formalities via our in-house customs team. This ensures your certification is
accurate and we can complete license applications on your behalf to ease any confusion of
requirements or information.
• EUR1 – Preference certificate offers relief on import duty only on movements between the EU
and certain countries
• ATR1 - Preference certificate offers relief on import duty only on movements between the EU
and Turkey
• T2L – Document used for goods in free circulation to transit between EU member countries
only
• Import Surveillance License – Steel Import License
• Agrim Import Licence – Import licence for agricultural goods
• Endorsed Chambers of Commerce Documentation and certificates

• The current preferential Certificates and between the EU and third countries so post Brexit we
would no longer be able to apply these on UK imports and a full rate of duty would apply.
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Customs Declarations Courses
• We can deliver training either at our office locations or to your site offering bespoke
courses and advise on customs procedures and documentation.
Internal Customs Audits
• To help ensure you remain customs compliant we can perform a mock audit with you
to randomly select a number of varying entries and procedures so you are prepared if
you were to have a customs audit

Customs
Audits

AEO Customs Support
• Being AEO accredited we can offer advice and guidance on your procedures and
business and assist you in successfully applying and obtaining your AEO status.
Preparing for Customs Audits and Applications
• HMRC place the responsibilities on traders to be compliant and expect a greater level
of awareness within your company.

• As a company we run can review your business operations and internal procedures,
documentation and record retention. Often HMRC when auditing will notify you of
declarations they wish to review and we can guide you through making an audit pack
for customs.
• If required we can even be available onsite when you have an audit to provide
assistance and answer questions in your audit.

Trader Support Service



The Northern Ireland Protocol comes into force on 1 January 2021.



There will be changes to the way goods move between Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. You should act now to get your business ready
for these changes. If you are not ready, you may not be able to move
goods between Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 1 January
2021.



An easy way to get ready is to sign up for the free Trader Support
Service which:

•

will help if you move goods between Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, or bring goods into Northern Ireland from outside the UK

•

is free to use and will guide you through any changes to the way
goods move between Great Britain and Northern Ireland

•

can complete declarations on your behalf



It can help if you:

•

are moving the goods yourself

•

act on behalf of someone

•

send parcels between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, or bring
parcels into Northern Ireland from outside the UK



Sign up before 23 November 2020 to make sure your business gets a
registration number that you’ll need to move goods from 1 January
2021.



https://www.tradersupportservice.co.uk/tss

 If you move goods to or from Northern Ireland

 From 1 January 2021 you’ll need an EORI number that starts
with XI to:

29

NEW XI EORI numbers for
Northern Irelandq

•

move goods between Northern Ireland and nonEU countries

•

make a declaration in Northern Ireland

•

get a customs decision in Northern Ireland

 To get an EORI number that starts with XI, you must already
have an EORInumber that starts with GB. If you do not have
one, apply for an EORI number that starts with GB as soon
as possible.
 If you already have an EORI number that starts with GB
and HMRC thinks you need one that starts with XI, they’ll
automatically send you one in mid-December 2020.

 To get advice on moving goods between Great Britain and
Northern Ireland sign up for the Trader Support Service. If
you sign up your business before 23 November, this will also
ensure you’ll be sent an EORI starting with XI.
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C88 - Example
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T2L Example
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EUR1 - Example
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ATR - Example
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NCTS T1 - Example

